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I S Perforaiances in Latm ^nd Engli/b, will 
r J ' [ be lafting Evidences of his being Ma&sx of 

both. By an innate Strength of Genius, he 
attained to a fliperior Excellency in his Native Lan- 
guage. He could have no Modds. For it is almoft 
incredible, how inconfiderable his Acquaintance ^^is, 
with our moft celebrated Writers. His 5tile was felf- 
formed. But tho* he became fb accomplifhed without 
any Ailiflance, from the Modems, yet they who have 
the Advantage of his Manner, wiU be guilty of an un- 
pardonable Negled, if from hence they do not make 
all proper Improvements, 

Every 



Every valuable Ingredient entered into his Compo- 
iitToris.' Simplicity and Energy, Parity, Politcnefi, 
and great Perfpicuity, are the diftinguifhing Qualities 
of all his Writings. In Ttiieijl no true Ornaments are 
wanting; nothing is forced; nothing affected; all is 
plain;' natural, and <$afy. ' 



ft. .^ .^1^ 



They are yet. Ml more valuable for their intrinfic 
Matter. The Obiervations, arc juft ,and inftrudive ; 
the Reafoning, clofe and confiftent. . With, a peculiar 
Addrefs and Fdicityi- the Wesjcneis and |*'aliacie» of 
his Adverfaries, their Vanity, Conceit, and Abfurdities, 
are expofed. From his Pen, the empty and felf-fuffi- 
cient, the popular and apphiuded Names received their 
deferved Chailifemenls. It .was his Opinion, aji4 it 
will ever he nuiauified hy: the troty Magnanimous, 

that Dignity of Statical and Chara<fler aflbrd no Bx- 

.emptioi?. Ifj, in an oftentiatious Manner^ they, will .<ea- 
tertain the Public with ehimaBra*Sv and trivial Oonceks, 
ia it not th«L Duty (of the QuaKhed, to expoie fuch Pio- 
xcedin^ in th^ moft odious,, glarkig,^ and ridiculous 
Xights? Heriein the Great Middlbton greatly diftin- 
guifhed h&nfdf, to the Terror and Conmfioa of thofe 
who had been iu thfe long and fecure PolTeffion of emi- 
nent but undeferved Fame. 

r 

' The integrity df his Heart, fupported and raifed the 
Abilities of his Head. His fincere Enquiries after, his 
earneft Attachment to Truth, and his intrepid Difco- 
veries, procured him the higheft Efteem of the Friends, 

and 



C7] 

and . the malignant Re{entinents of the Enemies of 
Truth. 

I^s Letter from Rome gave Umbrage to Bigots ; liis 
Letter to Waterland inflamed their Rancour and In* 
dignation. It is remarkable, that the Latter was writ- 
ten at WiiHph^ by the Dire^ion of its then noble 
Owner J who for fame Tibie greatly approved, and 
particularly recommended the Performance* But he 
could not long withftand the noify Clamours of his 
j^uty. He chained his Mind £uid Meaiures of Con- 
duct. This obliged the prudent Author to break c^ 
all Alliances axxl Connet^^ms with fuch a Patron. 

Wdterlofttd^ more abundant]^ than any other Au- 
thor, has fecured to himfe^ the klling Contempt and 
Averflon of aU Men who^ impsotilk^ think. In a pe- 
tnhuaty virac Jocis, and moA jttfit fe mptuoos' Mfflmer, he 
eoito:adidied all the Suggeilions of common Senfe, and 
pfiopagated the mofl: palpable Abfufdities. His critical, 
mi^pbjrficali, and moral Works, hate infefbed our Seats 
of Learning with lublime Nonfetvfe ,and> Jafrgon* 
Whatever Ids real £>e%ns and O^iidons were^ ne h'as, 
in Fa6f, beyond adl others, been ferviceable to the 
Caufi: of Scepticifm and Iniidetity of the moft perni- 
cious Kind. And yet the latter Writer alcme has been 
loaded with fcandalous Reflexions. His Perlbrmamce 
has been whoUy aMbed,- to his eiivying the Fame and 
Diilindioiis which diis pert BaUer for eflabiifh'd O- 
pinions then pofiefs'd. It is natural iot Men, who 

have 
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have comipted> their own Ways, to afcribe the Wor-^ 
thieft A<Stions of others to corrupt Motives. 

The excellent and immortal Free Enquiry, and /«- 
troduBory Difcourfe, have been branded and loaded with 
the moft invidious Reflections and partial Prejudices. 
Afle£):ation of Singularity, Enmity to revealed Religion, 
to venerable Martyrs, and primitiveChriftiani^, have been 
the proclaimed Inducements to this Undertaking. Such 
is the Uiage which the ablefl and moft confiftent Advocate 
for Proteftantifm, has received from Great Prelates and 
Great Divines, who call themfelvesProteftants. But it 
is a well-known Circumftance, that Neceflity, and not 
Choice, obliged him to make his Enquiries. Nothing 
could be more irklbme and difagreedble to lus Tafte, 
than converfing with Authors whofe Manner is fo dif- 
ferent from the iuufhed Performances of the andoit 
Greeks and RotnanSy who, *till then, had been his on- 
ly Familiarsi The Ufe and Application a Popifli Ad- 
yerfary had made of thefe venerable Names, moved 
him to, fearch. into the Validity of their Authority. Af- 
ter majture Preparations, he favoured the World with a 
faithful and undi%uifed Reprefentation of Ecclefiaftical 
Antiquity^ If the.Pidures are ofFenfive to the DeHcate, 
the Ignorant, and; to thofe who by Intereft and Prepof- 
fefUons, are induced to fiipport Falfhbods and Impofi- 
tions, whare are we to fix the Blame? Vain and fenfe-r 
lefs have all Atteinpts been to prove his having de- 
formed the Originals. Many excellait Advantages 
may from hence be fuggefted j and very bad Inferences 

may 
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may be deduced, from the very beft Things. Are not 
human Liberty, and Freedom from Slavery, the greateft 
BleiGngs and Privileges of this World ? But have not 
the greateft Mifchiefs and Evils been their Confe- 
quences? 

. It is a popular Clamour, If the primitive Fathers were 
iiich Men, and aded fuch a Part, as has been repre- 
fented, will it not from hence be inferred, that the 
Whole of Chriftianity is a! Fraud aiid Cheat? But be- 
caufe perverie or denning M^n make fuch Refledions, 
is Truth to be iuppreiled ? Muil wt continue to treat 
the World with FaUhood and Impofition ? The natural 
Inftruftions and Ufes fuch Diicovefies afford, are very 
different. We are to call no Man Maftef, nor blindly 
to fubmit to any Authority. Things, not Men, are to 
be regarded. 

« 

We are not to cherifh a Conceit and an Imagination, 
of the Worth and Excellency of ancient Names, and 
then rejed the cleareft Inftances of their bad Behaviour, 
becaufe inconfiftent with their fuppofed Charaders. 
Nor are we to prevaricate, or with fiditious Colours 
and Pretences,, to excufe the evil Adions of imaginary 
good Men. What is bad in itfelf, can receive no Mi- 
tigations of its Malignity from Antiquity. Thefe 
Things are the more to be proclaimed, and the World 
is to be the more fore-warned, becaufe of the greater 
Danger of being deluded by fuch venerable Authorities. 
The Delu^ons and Corruptions derived from hence, 

B Iiave 
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have been carried to the utmoi^ Length and £;cc^8 by 
the Roman Chmch: 

The Claims of this Church, to Infallitnlity, ;md tj^ 
abfolute Submifllon of fo great a Part of the World to 
its Demands, is more to the Difreputation of human 
Nature, and a higher Inftance of Folly and Difhoaefiy, 
than any Thing which has occurred ^ce the Qri^nar 
tion of Mankind. In their Oodrines Is conta^nejd the^ 
utmoft Depravation of natural and reveaied Relig^<HV 
By their Conititutions and Prances, the kind, the 
tender, and human Affedions have been perverted,, an4 
every Thing cruel and merdle^i inforced- f\fid ^^abSh 
tuated. And yet with lymg Pretdnces, and &iif} fkh- 
lours are th^e Things dilguifed cur denied* W^ leeit\ 
tacitly to^mit theTnith ig^ their Apologias. They 
have full Liberty for their Publication. A^l 4v*eHpjr- 

rors for this dire and flagitious Superftition daily abate. 

What Gratitude and Praifcs arc dub, to the fupr^me 
Difpofer of all Events, who raifed up this i^gadous En- 
quirer, at fo proper a Seafon 1 A M^ whofe whole 
Attention was turned to the Service of Truth and Vir- 
tue, and cOnfequently of Religion, which without tbc 
former is a mere Nullity. 

Such an eiarly Departure from the Simplicity of the 
Gofpel, and the being addi^^ed to lying Wondqfs, as 
he has defcribed, is not in the leaft iurprizitigt This 
ever has been the Fate and Abufe of the beft Inftitu^ 
tiott& During the Lives, and imJnediately ^fter die 

Deceafe 
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Deceafe of the Apoftles thefe Things happened. Of 
them have we not plain Predi6Hons and pregnant Inti* 
mations? {y^Bs xx. 30.) Alfo of your awn fehes Jhall 
Men artfiy fpeahing per^effe Ithin^s to draw away Dif- 
aples after them, (2 Th. ii. 7.) For the Myfiery of Ini- 
quity doth already worL Thfe Book of the Revelations^ 
however in general obfcure, abo\lndeth widi clear In- 
timaticms to our Plirpofe. 

. . 

What he has faid on the SubjeA of Martyrdom, is 
not the leaft fagacious, and. is perhaps the moft in- 
ftrufiive of any Thing in the whole Work. . The Me- 
rit of this ultimate' Proof of Sincerity and good Mean- 
ing, is more difparaged by the Apoftle. fi Gor. xiii. 3.) 

: — And though I give my j^dy to be. burned and 

have not Charity it profiteth me nothing. The trueft 
Proofs of our Benevolence to Mankind, confift in our 
giving them worthy and becoming Notions of die Su- 
preme Being, and of our propj^ Duties and Regards to 
nim. From this moft evident Truth the Confequencc 
is obvious, dialt, the modem Papifts excepted, thefe An- 
xients have of all Men been moft uncharitable and un^ 
benevolent. Their Accounts of the Merit of Monkery, 
and particularly of Simeon Sty lit es, inculcate Notions of 
the Supreme Being, equally horrid and de^icable. 
They plainly (lippofe him to have Pleafurc in the pain- 
ful and abimve Treatnient of our Bodies. Far from 
being a Duty to do ourfelves no Harm, and thankfully 
to uie all die Comforts and Accommodations of Life, 
diftorting, tonnenting, and renouncing theUfe of all 

B 2 hit 
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his Heflings and Favours, is the moft laudable Exerci{& 
From their Patterns of Perfedion we learn, that foolifh 
and freakifh Tricks are infinitely agreeable to infinite 
WiTdom. They are fo meritorious, as to intitle the in- 
comparable PeiTormers, to have the Favour of fiich 
Exertions of Divine Power, as they intimate in their 
Addrefles to Heaven. For his Extravagancies and Ex- 
cefles this Monk was moft diftinguifhed. But re- 
nouncing the World, Penances and Mortifications arc 
common to all. 

Whatever the real or imaginary Pretenfions are for 
a MonafHc Life, they muft be attended with a four 
and felfifh Difpofition. Society in fbme Degree is ne- 
ceflary, to our being and well-being in the World; 
they who have worked themfelves up to the moft 
ielf-fufficient and independent Condition, on Trial will 
find this to be FaA. But fuppofe this was not the 
Cafe, why Ihould we withdraw ourfelves fi-om being 
ferviceable? But it is pleaded, that the Interceffions 
of the Retired, are particularly available with Heaven. 
Thus the idle and ufeleft are in higher Favour than 
others with Him, who is Good,,' who doth Good, and 
whofe Goodnefs is over all his Works ; peculiar Effi- 
cacy and Succefs is iafcribed to tedious Litanies per^ 
petually repeated, tho' the Author of our Religion hais 
told us, we Jhall mi be heard for our much Bpeaking, 

» 

Miracles are only proper on gf eat and important 
Occafions, and they who are intrufted with the 

Power 
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Power of working them, muft be Perfons qualiHed 
and commiflioned in an extraordinary Manner. Biit 
to trifling Men, and to trifling OccanbhSi they were 
alcribed in thefe Wonder-working Ages. The mofl: 
intolerable of all Pretenfions are, the miraculous 
Efficacy and Sandity afcribed to Relicts. Of all Af- 
fronts to common Senfe, this is . the moft abufive. 
Travellers in^rm us, that the Subjeds o£ Pegu, while 
they had their particular ^onarchs, preferred all 
their Excrements. They reduced them to Powder, 
applied and ufed them On all Occ^ons. . Great and 
many were the Benefits they received from them. 
Why was not this Method obferved with regard to th,e 
original Sdnts and Martyr^? The parii^ of their 
Nails, the clipping of their Hair, arid whatever had 
been incorporated,, by fb intimate a Relation, mufl 
have derived as fignal anEfficaciy 'Ss\tiy Thing that re- 
maineth after the cfeafing of Life. Had filch Precautions 
been ufed, what an abundant Treafure of precious 
Relids' had been difperfed throughout the W6rld. 

» * • « 

I fcould eafily enlarge, arid proceed to . other Parr 
ticularsj. but what has been fawl is fiifHcient for my 
prefent Purpofe. Had the incomparaible Author lived, 
he would have animadverted on his Antagonifls in 
his' inimitable Maimer. ; In the Opinion of . thofe vi^ho 
a^ie difjpofed to fober and impartial thinking, they 
neither deferve, nor want an Anfwer. But ta have 
feen their Petulancy and Blunders .jexpofed and 
chaftiied, by fb maflerly a Hand, would have af- 
forded 
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forded great I^eafure and Satisfaftion to all Lovers kX 
Truth, Such further Improvements and Explana^ 
tions as he ^ould have givei^ are nbt to be expected 
from any other Hand. 


* . • "• 

I 

- The Merit of moft of his other Performances is 
equal and unifcmn. For fome Particulars which ap- 
pear exceptionable, premier Apologies were intend- 
ed, ' 

I 

I have gready exceeded my firft Defi^, and could 
add a great deal taote. Something better, and mw:h 
more to the Puipole^ it is hoped will be commiHU- 
cated by Im intimate Friends and partkrukt^ Ac- 
quaintance ; a Happineis to which my ^tuadon did 
not give me the Opportunity of being admitted. 

A greater Inftance dT needed Merit was never 
known, than in the -Cafe o^ this moft meritorious 
Writer. If I am rightly informed, his Salary as 
principal Librarian, was no more than fifty Poimds 
a Year. What he recdvfed from- a Living, which 
was not given till a rery few Years ago, amounted to 
about the £une Sum^ 

The Reflexions and Resentment fuch a SubjeS; 
demand aire iae^able. iSomething perhaps may be 
hereafter attempted, hi order to render to eveiy 
Man his Due. 



The 



The Writer's high Refpedl for Dr. MiddlSton's 
Memory engaged him to publiih it to the World, as 
foon as poilible. He doth not expe3 to have it regarded 
in any other Manner, than as an Inftance of the mofl; 
zealous fincere Affedion for real Worth ; and he is as 
fenfible as any of his Readers can be, of the Inequa- 
lity of the Performance to the Dignity of the Subjeft. 
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